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Edmonds Planning Division

FORM-BASED CODES OVERVIEW




Form-Based Codes vs.
‘Traditional’ Coding

* Traditional zoning codes regulate and emphasize the
separation of uses as their basic approach to
managing urban form.

Form-based codes are an alternative, emphasizing
the importance of context and design in addressing
the relationship between buildings and their
surroundings.

Form-based codes focus on the relationship
between public and private space, buildings and
streetscapes, encouraging interaction among the
space’s users and fostering a unique local character.




Defining a parcel




Form-Based code elements

» Concept of the ‘transect’ identifying a
continuum and progression of land use...
and building types

» Form-based coding can be designed
according to context.
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Form-Based Elements

Illustrative
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Form-Based Elements

Pleasant Hill BART Station
Building Envelope Standards
Shopfront Building Sites
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Standards
defined for
various
building
types

Elements
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Key form-based elements

Regulating plan... map showing where
different form standards apply

Building forms and standards

Public space specifications & relationships
Administration & process

Definitions

Use visuals and tables to organize and
simplify requirements

May also employ architectural, landscape,
signage and other standards
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Edmonds Planning Division

THANK YOU!







