City of Edmonds

Edmonds Memorial Cemetery Board Minutes

October 18, 2012

CALL TO ORDER

Lisa Palmatier, Asst. Chair at 4:00

MEMBERS PRESENT



MEMBERS ABSENT

Lisa Palmatier 




Melinda Beck (EXC)

Sally Harrison 




Melissa Johnson (EXC)

Dale Hoggins

 Patrick Kelly

 Bob Stevenson 

STAFF PRESENT



GUESTS PRESENT

Rich Lindsay




Sarah Mager, Accountant in City Finance Dept.







Bill Lambert, Edmonds Museum







Dave ​​​Buelow, Edmonds Museum
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved, seconded (Hoggins/Harrison) that the minutes of Sept. 20, 2012 meeting be approved, subject to the following corrections:

1. Rich stated that he had said that there are only two trees, rather than three, to be taken down by a contractor. The sentence about the third tree should be removed from the record.

2. Rich indicated that Public Works will not make the traffic barriers, but Public Works will recommend a company to make them.

3. Rich indicated that he did not intend to say there was a need for better record keeping at the cemetery. He said Cliff keeps very accurate records and that the sentence should be changed to “There also needs to be a better mapping and marking system for the cemetery”. 

The motion to approve the minutes as corrected carried unanimously.

FINANCE AND INVESTMENTS

Sarah Mager, Accountant for the City Finance Department provided copies of the Certificate of Deposit and the Truth in Savings Disclosure For Time Accounts and stated that $500,000 from the Trust Fund 137 had been deposited at OPUS Bank in Edmonds on October 17, 2012 for a period of 24 months. The interest rate is 0.5982%. Sarah was thanked and at her request, she was excused from the meeting.

EDMONDS SOUTH SNOHOMISH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND MUSEUM

Bill Lambert, Board President and board member Dave ​​​​​​​​​​​​Buelow told about the activities and goals of the Society and we had a discussion about the many ways the Society and the Cemetery Board could partnership in the future to mutually benefit both organizations. Some of the discussion highlights are:

Walk Through Summer Market                                Edmonds Woodway High School History Club

Presentation on the steps of the museum             Walk Back in Time

Museum Newsletter                                                   Halloween Ghosts

Senior Center Health Fair (share a booth)              Annual Dinner

Historical Preservation Society. 

Mr. Lambert stated their three to five year objective- to become a nationally certified museum. Mr. Lambert and Mr. Buelow were thanked and at their request, were excused from the meeting.

SALES RECORD written report submitted by Cliff Edwards











Month


Total

Goal

Sales:

Grave sites

0


30

45



Niches


0


14

25

Burials:
In Ground

4


41

55



Inurnments

1


12

25

Cliff also requested that he continue to receive copies of the satisfaction surveys.

TRANSACTION SUMMARY FOR CEMETERY FUND 130

For month ending Sept 30, 2012 the preliminary report numbers were summarized by Lisa.

Beginning Cash Balance: $75,792.79

Receipts: $16,290.00

Investments and Transfers:  $0

Disbursements: $10.775.12

Ending Cash Balance: $79,678.67

Memorial Gift Fund: $2,587.44

Grand Total: $82,266.11

RICH LINDSAY

The sandwich board has been modified and will be permanently installed on Friday Oct. 19. Lisa requested that the A-frame from the original sign be returned to us so we can use it to advertise other events.

It is not possible to connect a proposed alarm system at the cemetery to the City alarms system so Rich is looking into a motion sensor system and the cost.

Tree removal has been completed.

Sally requested that Rich talk to Carrie and have her check with the Washington State list of “money owed” website to find out what amount, if any, the cemetery may have.

Dale expressed his continuing concern about cemetery funds that may have been placed in CD’s maybe 10 years ago and if the money is currently accounted for in our reconciliation reports. That will also be investigated by Rich.

Rich stated the cemetery listing in the Snohomish County DEX telephone book as been renewed for $583. 20.

CEMETERY RATES AND COMPARISONS

Lisa provided a spreadsheet of data that she and Patrick had compiled, comparing Edmonds Cemetery with other cemeteries in the region. Discussion followed regarding any changes that should be made and will continue during the November meeting.

Dale raised the question about the 10% that goes to the 137 Trust Fund. It was pointed out that an actuarial study is required to determine how much money should be held in the fund. 

A discussion continued regarding a mapping and markings survey of the cemetery that Carrie Hite had earlier said is absolutely necessary. Rich said it will involve marking the corners of all graves and it will be very expensive and time consuming.

Lisa announced that Melissa renewed our ad on myedmondsnews.com for $633/year.
Our ad in the Beacon will cost $108 every two months or $648 for the year. Harrison/Hoggins moved and seconded that we renew the Beacon ad. Motion carried unanimously. Rich stated that the balance remaining in our advertising budget is $700.

Lisa announced a new address for the cemetery website- www.cemetery.edmondswa.gov- that can be used on all advertising literature and announcements.

GOOD OF THE ORDER


Dale indicated he and Betty Gaeng will lead tours and visit veterans graves at the Edmonds Cemetery on Saturday November 10, 2012 at 1pm.

The next meeting will be on Thursday, November 15 at 4:00 pm.

Hoggins/Harrison- adjourn 5:27 pm                        

Bob Stevenson, acting secretary

